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INTRODUCTION 



Theosophy is the wisdom arising from the study of the evolution of life and form. This wisdom 
already exists, because the study has been pursued for long ages by properly equipped investigators 
into nature's mysteries. The investigators, who are called the Masters of the Wisdom, are those souls 
who in the evolutionary process have passed beyond the stage of man to the next higher, that of the 
" Adept ". As man evolves to Adept, he gains knowledge by investigation and experiment. The 
knowledge so far gained by an unbroken line of Adepts is Theosophy, the Ancient Wisdom. 

As man becomes Adept, he ceases to be merely an item in the evolutionary process, and appears 
as a master and director of that process, under the supervision of a great Consciousness called in 
Theosophy the Logos . He is enabled, as a cooperator with the Logos, to see nature from His 
standpoint, and to some extent survey her, not as her helpless tool, but ... 
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with the vision of her Creator. Such a survey is Theosophy today. 

These Masters of the Wisdom, the agents of the Logos, direct the evolutionary process in all its 
phases, each supervising a particular department in the evolution of life and form. They form a body 
known as the Great Hierarchy or the Great White Brotherhood . They guide the building and 
unbuilding of forms on sea and land; they direct the rise and fall of nations, giving to each just so 
much of the Ancient Wisdom as is needed for its welfare, and can be assimilated by it. 

Sometimes that Wisdom is given indirectly, through workers in quest of knowledge, by inspiring 
them all unseen towards discoveries; sometimes it is given directly, as a revelation. Both these ways 
are observable now in the twentieth century. The Masters of the Wisdom, who are in charge of the 
evolution of all that lives, are giving the Wisdom — the science of facts — indirectly, through the 
invisible guidance and inspiration of scientific workers; directly, they have given it in a body of 
knowledge known by the term Theosophy. 

Theosophy is then, in a sense, a revelation, but it is the revelation of a knowledge by those who 
have discovered it, to those who have not ... 
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yet done so. It cannot but be a hypothesis at first to whomsoever it is offered; it can become one's 
own personal knowledge only by experiment and experience. 

In Theosophy today we have not the fullness of knowledge of all facts. Only a few main facts and 
laws have been told us, sufficient to spur us on to study and discovery; but innumerable gaps remain 
to be filled in. They are being filled in by individual workers in our midst, but what we have of 
knowledge is as a drop in the ocean to what lies undiscovered or unrevealed. Nevertheless, the little 
we have is of wonderful fascination, and it reveals new inspiration and beauty everywhere. 
Theosophy today, in the modern Theosophical literature, will be found to be concerned mostly with 
the evolution of life. But the knowledge concerning the evolution of form, now gathered in every 
department of modern science, is equally a part of the Ancient Wisdom. In both, there are gaps to be 
filled in; but when both are correctly viewed, each is seen to supplement the other. 

In this exposition of Theosophy, as in every manual of science, there are bound to be two 
elements. A writer will expound what has been accepted as fact by all, or by a majority ... 
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of scientific investigators, but at the same time he may include the result of the work of a few or of 
himself only, which may require corroboration or revision. As he proceeds, he may not separate, 
unconsciously or through lack of true scientific training, these two elements. Similarly, while the 
leading ideas of this work may be considered "Theosophical", and as a fairly correct exposition of the 
knowledge revealed by the Masters of the Wisdom, there will be parts that will not deserve that 
dignity. But as Truth is after all a matter of discovery by each for himself, what others can do is 
merely to point out the way. Scientifically established truths, and what may be but personal or 
erroneous views, must all be tested by the same standard. 

Though in its fundamental ideas Theosophy is a revelation, yet there is no authority in it to an 
individual, unless he himself assents to it. Nevertheless, as a man must be ready to stand or fall by 
the noblest hypothesis of life which his heart and mind can conceive, this work is written to show 
that such a hypothesis exists in Theosophy. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE EVOLUTION OF LIFE AND FORM 



There is no better preparation for a clear comprehension of Theosophy 
than a broad, general, knowledge of modern science. For science deals with 
facts, tabulating them and discovering laws; Theosophy deals with the same 
facts, and though they may be tabulated differently, the conclusions are in 
the main the same. Where they differ, it is not because Theosophy 
questions the facts of the scientist, but simply because, before coming to 
conclusions, it takes into account additional facts which modern science 
either ignores or has not as yet discovered. There is but one Science, so 
long as facts remain the same; what is strictly scientific is Theosophical, as 
what is truly Theosophical is entirely in harmony with all the facts, and 
therefore in the highest degree scientific. 

The greatest achievement of modern science is the conception offered 
to the thinking mind ... 
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of the phenomena of existence as factors in a great process called 
Evolution. Let us understand in broad outline what evolution means 
according to science, and we shall be ready to understand what it means 
according to Theosophy. 

Let us consider first the great nebula in Orion (Fig. 1). 
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Fig. 1 

THE GREAT NEBULA IX ORTON 



It is a chaotic mass of matter in an intensely heated condition, millions 
and millions of miles in diameter. It is a vague, cloudy mass, full of energy; 
but, so far as we can see, it is energy not performing any useful work. 

But there are other nebulae which give us an. indication of a definite 
trend in evolution. The nebula in Canes Venatici (Fig. 2) is not only revolving 
round a center, but it also appears to be breaking up into distinct sections 
or arms. The material of each arm, while retaining its motion round the 
centre, will slowly condense round one or more nuclei. Each nucleus will 
become a star. 
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Fig. 2 

THE SPIRAL NEBULA IX CANES VENATICI 



A similar process can be postulated for the next stage in evolution. The 
material of each star undergoes a change. Either because of its internal 
condition, or because it is affected by a passing star, it will develop 
subsidiary centers. The nebular matter will condense round them, ... 
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and slowly these centers will become planets circling round the star's 
central nucleus. Thus, with regard to our own star, the Sun, we note what 
evolution has accomplished; it is today an orderly solar system, having a 
central sun and attendant planets circling round it (Fig. 3). 
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What will be the next stage? By this time, there will have appeared 
within the solar ... 
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system the lighter chemical elements. Hydrogen, carbon, nitrogen, oxygen, 
phosphorus, calcium, iron, and others, will be there; they will enter into 
certain, combinations, and then will come the first appearance of Life. We 



Page 7 of 313 





shall now have some of the matter as protoplasm, the first form of Life. 
What, then, will be the next stage? 

This protoplasm, too, arranges itself in groups and combinations; it takes 
the form of organisms, both vegetable and animal. Let us first watch what 
happens to it, as it becomes vegetable organisms. 

Two activities will be noticeable from the beginning in this living matter: 
one, that the organism desires to retain its life as long as possible, by 
nutrition; the other, to produce another organism similar to its own. Under 
the impulse of these two instincts, it will "evolve", that is, we shall see the 
simple organism taking on a complex structure. This process will continue, 
stage by stage, till slowly there will arise a vegetable kingdom on each 
planet, such as we have on our own (Fig. 4). 
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THE VEGETABLE KINGDOM 




( Unice/fufar aquatic Organisms combining 
aoima/ and gdant character /-sites ) 

Fig. 4 



Each successive stage will be developed from its predecessor; each will 
be so organized as to prolong its existence longer and to give rise to better 
offspring. Each will be more ... 
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"evolved" than what has gone before. From unicellular organisms, such as 
bacteria, algae and fungi, spore plants will be developed, able ... 
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to disseminate offspring in a new way; later, a better method of 
propagation will be evolved, by means of seeds. Later still, there will come 
the stage of flowering plants, where the individual organism, with least 
expenditure of energy, will retain its own life, while at the same time it 
gives rise to a large number of off-spring. Stage by stage, the organism 
increases in complexity; but that very complexity enables it to "live" more 
satisfactorily, that is, to give rise to offspring with the least expenditure of 
force, to prolong its life, and at the same time to produce a type of progeny 
with new and greater potentialities of self-expression than its parent. 

A similar process of evolution takes place in protoplasm, as it gives rise 
to the animal kingdom. From protozoa, simple unicellular organisms, we 
find evolved step by step the various groups of the invertebrate kingdom 
(Fig. 5). 
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THE ANIMAL KINGDOM 




The number of species belonging lo each division 
is roughly approximated, only. 

From T.W.Galloway's “First Course in 
Zo O LOGY.” Fig. 5 



From unicellular organisms to multi-cellular organisms with tissues and 
nervous and circulatory systems, complexity increases group after group. 
Then a new step comes in the building of organisms; the central nerve trunk 
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is sheathed by vertebrae, and thus we have the vertebrates. From one 
order of vertebrates, the reptiles, come the mammals; ... 
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among the highest of the mammals appear the primates. Of this last order 
of the animal kingdom, the most highly organized is Man. 

The instincts of self-preservation and propagation are seen in the animal 
kingdom also. As structure becomes more complex, the organism is better 
fitted to adapt itself to the changing environment, better able, with less, 
and less expenditure of force, to live and produce similar organisms. But a 
new element of life appears among the higher vertebrates. 

"If we contemplate life at large in its ascending forms, we see that in the 
lowest creatures the energies are wholly absorbed in self-sustentation and 
sustentation of the race. Each improvement in organization, achieving some 
economy or other, makes the maintenance of life easier; so that the 
energies evolved from a given quantity of food more than suffice to provide 
for the individual and for progeny; some unused energy is left. As we rise to 
the higher types of creatures having more developed structures, we see 
that this surplus energy becomes greater and greater; and the highest show 
us long intervals of cessation from the pursuit of food, during which there is 
not an infrequent spontaneous expenditure of unused energy in that 
pleasurable activity of the faculties we call play. This general truth has to be 
recognized as holding of life in its culminating forms — of human life as well 
as of other life. The progress of mankind is, under one aspect, a means of 
liberating more and more life from mere toil and leaving more and more life 
available for relaxation — for pleasurable culture, for aesthetic gratification; 
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for travel, for games. 



1 Herbert Spencer, Life, I, page 147 
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From the chaotic nebula, once upon a time, to man today, thinking, 
playing and loving — this is the process called Evolution. A chaos has 
become a cosmos, with orderly events, which the human mind can tabulate 
as laws; the unstable, "a-dharma", has become the stable, "dharma". We 
note what are the principles which nature has followed, as the One 
becomes the Many, as disorder becomes order, in the next diagram (Fig. 6). 
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True, no eye of man saw the beginning of this process, nor has 
continuously watched it to the present day, and so can describe from direct 
observation each step in evolution, and say that evolution is a fact. We can 
only reconstruct the process by observing different kinds of nebulae, by 
studying the structures of extinct and living organisms, by piecing together 
here a tail with there a wing. None can say that the universe did not arise in 
all its complexity a few thousand years ago, just before historical tradition 
began; and none can say that the universe will not tomorroww cease to be. 
But man cannot be satisfied with taking note only of the few brief moments 
of the present which his consciousness can retain; he must construct some, 
conception of nature, and postulate a past and a future. Such a past and a 
future are propounded, largely from analogy, in the process called 
evolution. In a sense, evolution is a hypothesis; but it is the most 
satisfactory hypothesis so far in the history of mankind, and it is also one 
which, when once accepted, shows evolution everywhere, for all to see. 

Fascinating as is the survey of the cosmos in the light of evolution as 
taught by modern science, there is nevertheless one gloomy element in it, 
and that is the insignificant part ... 
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played by the individual in the timeless drama. Nature at work, "evolving", 
lavishly spends her energies, building form after form. But a terrible 
spendthrift she seems, producing far more forms than she provides 
sustenance for. Time is of no account, and the individual but of little, only 
indeed so long as he lives. During the brief life of the individual, nature 
smiles on him, caresses him, as though everything had been planned for his 
welfare. But after he has made the move she guides him to make, after he 
has given rise to offspring, or has slightly modified the environment for 
others by his living, death comes and he is. annihilated. That "I am I", which 
impels each to live, to struggle, to seek happiness, ceases to be; for it is not 
we who are important, but the type — "so careful of the type she seems, so 
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careless of the single life". Where today are Nineveh and Babylon, and "the 
glory that was Greece and the grandeur that was Rome"? 

"Tis all a Checkerboard of Nights and Days Where Destiny with men for 
Pieces plays; Hither and thither moves, and mates, and slays, And one by 
one back in the closet lays." 

From this aspect, evolution is terrible, a mechanical process, serene in 
its omnipotence ... 
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and ruthlessness. Yet, since it is a process after all, perhaps to bring in 
personal considerations whether we like it or not may not be to the point. 
But since we are men and women who think and desire, we do bring in the 
personal element to our conception of life; and when we look at evolution, 
the outlook for us as individuals is not encouraging. We are as bubbles of 
the sea, arising from no volition of our own, and we cease to be, following 
developments in a process which we cannot control. We are "such stuff as 
dreams are made of, and our little life is rounded with a sleep". 

Is there possible any conception of the evolutionary process which can 
show a more encouraging outlook? It is that which Theosophy offers in the 
doctrine of the Evolution of Life through the evolution of forms. 

As the scientist of today examines nature, he notes two inseparable 
elements, matter and force; a third, which we know as "life", he considers 
to be the effect of the interaction of the two. He sees in matter the 
possibilities of both life and consciousness, and neither of them is 
considered by him capable of an existence independent of matter. In the 
main this conception is true; but, according to ... 
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Theosophy, a modification is required, which may be stated as follows. 

Just as we see no matter without force, and no force which is not 
affecting matter, so, too, there exists a similar relation between life and 
matter. The two are inseparable, and neither is the product of the other. 

There are in the universe types of matter finer than those recognized by 
our senses, or ponderable by the most delicate of instruments. Many forms 
of energy, too, exist, of which but a few have as yet been discovered by 
man. One form of energy, which acts in conjunction with certain types of 
ultra-physical matter, is called Life. This life evolves; that is, it is slowly 
becoming more and more complex in its manifestations. 

The complexity of the life-activities is brought about by building 
organisms in such matter as we know by our senses. (There are other 
modes of life-activities, but for the moment we shall confine our attention 
to those activities which our senses can perceive.) It is this life which holds a 
group of chemical compounds during a certain period as a living organism. 
While so holding it, that life gains a complexity by means of the experiences 
received through its receptacle. What we ... 
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note as the death of the organism is the withdrawal of its life, in order to 
exist for a while dissociated from the Idwest or physical forms of matter. It 
is, however, still linked to ultra-physical matter. In withdrawing from the 
organism at death, such experiences as were received through it are 
retained as habits learned by the life; they are transmuted into new 
capacities for form-building, and they will be utilized with its next effort to 
build a new organism. 

If we look at Fig. 7, we shall be able to grasp clearly the Theosophical 
conception of the Evolution of Life. 
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When we consider structures only, we are looking at but one side of 
evolution. For behind each structure is a life. Though a plant dies, the life 
which makes it living, and propels it to react to environment, does not die. 
When a rose withers and dies and disappears in dust, we know that none of 
its matter is destroyed; every particle of it. still exists, for matter cannot be 
annihilated. So, too, is it with the life which out of chemical elements 
makes., a rose. It merely withdraws for a time, to reappear later building 
another rose. The experiences of sunshine and storm, of the struggle for 
existence, gained through the first rose, are slowly utilized to build a second 
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(Contains only Fig. 19.) 
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rose which shall be better adapted to live and propagate its kind. 

Just as an individual organism is one unit in a larger group, so also is the 
life within each organism a unit in a larger group called a " group-soul ". 
Behind the organisms of the vegetable kingdom as a whole is the vegetable 
group-soul, an indestructible reservior of those life-forces which are 
attaining complexity by building vegetable forms. Each unit of life within 
that group-soul, as it appears on earth anew in an organism, comes there 
endowed with the sum total of the experiences of the dead organisms built 
by the group-soul; each unit, as it returns to the group-soul at death, 
contributes to the group what it has gained in power of new ways of 
reacting to environment. The same is true of the animal kingdom; each 
species, genus and family has its own compartment in the general animal 
group-soul. 

With man, too, the principle is the same, except that man has passed 
the stage of belonging to a group-soul. Each man is an individual life and, 
though he is linked in mystic ways to all his fellows in a Brotherhood of 
Man, he treads his own path, and carves out his own future. He retains his 
experiences, gained by ... 
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him life after life, and does not share them with others, unless he shares 
them of his own volition. 

There is no such thing as death in nature, in the sense of a resolution 
into nothing. The life withdraws into its ultra-physical environment for a 



Page 18 of 313 



while, retaining there the experiences which it has gained as new modes of 
form-building. Though form after form comes and goes, their successive 
lives are but the entrances and exits of the same lite in the evolutionary 
drama. Not a fraction of experience is lost, as not a particle of matter is 
destroyed. 

Furthermore, this life evolves, as already mentioned. The method of its 
evolution is through growth in forms. The aim of a given part of the group- 
soul's life is to manifest through such forms as shall dominate, through the 
greatest adaptability to environment, all other forms, while at the same 
time they shall be capable of the most delicate response to the inner 
promptings of the life itself. Each part of a group-soul, each type of life, 
each group and class and order, has this aim; and hence ensues the fierce 
warfare in nature. She is "red in tooth and and claw with ravin", but the 
struggle for existence is not the wasteful work it seems. Forms are 
destroyed, but only ... 
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to be built up into new forms. The life comes and goes, but step by step it 
comes nearer to the form which it seeks. No life is lost; the waste is but a 
seeming, and the ruthless struggle is the way to determine the best forms, 
in an ever-changing environment. 

When the fittest forms, for a given environment have been evolved, 
then that particular part of the group-soul pours its life through them with a 
fullness and richness which mark an epoch by its domination; and as the 
environment again changes, once more the quest is resumed for the next 
fitter forms. So all parts of the group-souls of the vegetable and animal 
kingdoms are at war, in a struggle for a survival of the fittest. Yet in that 
struggle not a single unit of life is annihilated; the victory achieved by one 
type is not for itself, but for the totality of life which has been seeking that 
very form as the best through which to unfold its dormant energies. 

Life as it evolves has its stages. First, it builds forms in ultra-physical 
matter, and then we name it "elemental" life. Then, with the experiences of 
its past building, it "ensouls" chemical elements in combination, and 
becomes the mineral group-soul. Next, it builds, protoplasm, ensouls 
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vegetable forms, and ... 
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afterwards, at a later period, animal forms. Then we have the next stage as 
man. Life now builds individuals able to think and love, capable of self- 
sacrifice and idealism, for 

...striving to be Man, the worm 
Mounts through all the spires of form. 

And man is not the last link in the chain. 

In all this cosmic process from atom to man, there is one element which 
must be taken into account, if we are to understand the process correctly. 
Though matter evolves from homogeneous to heterogeneous, from 
indefinite to definite, from simple to complex, life does not so evolve. The 
evolution of matter is a rearrangement; the evolution of life is an unlocking 
and an unfoldment. In the first cell of living matter, there exists, in some 
incomprehensible fashion, Shakespeare and Beethoven. Nature may need 
millions of years to rearrange the substance, "selecting" age after age, till 
the proper aggregation is found, and Shakespeare and Beethoven can come 
from her bosom to be the protagonists in one scene of her drama. Yet all 
the while, throughout the millions of years, the life held them both 
mysteriously within itself. The evolution of life is not a receiving but a 
giving. For at the root of the life itself, as its very heart and soul, ... 
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is something greater still, a Consciousness from His fullness of Power, Love 
and Beauty, He gave to the first speck of life all that He is., As all the rays 
from the glorious panorama or a mountain range may be converged by a 
lens into one invisible geometrical point, so each of life is as a focal point of 
that illimitable Existence. Within each cell He resides in His fullness; under 
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His guidance, at the proper time Shakespeare and Beethoven step forth, 
and we call the action Evolution. 

If the study of the evolution offorms, according to modern science, has 
enlarged and corrected our previous conceptions of the universe, the study 
of the evolution of life is more striking still in its consequences. For new 
elements of complexity appear in the life-side of evolution, and their 
consideration means a new evaluation of evolutionary processes. The first 
factor in the complexity is that, within the forms as studied by the scientist, 
there are several parallel streams of evolving life, each largely independent 
of the others in its development. 

Two of these streams are those of Humanity and of a parallel stream 
called the evolution of Devas or Angels (Fig. 8). 
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As already mentioned, human life has as its earlier stages animal, 
vegetable, mineral, and elemental life. 
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From that same mineral life, however, the life diverges into another 
channel, through the stages of vegetable forms, animal forms, then to 
forms of "nature-spirits" or the fairies of tradition, into Angels or Devas. 
Another parallel stream, about which little is known, is the life of cells, with 
its earlier phases and those to come. A stream of life through electrons, 
ions and chemical elements is also probably distinct. Yet other evolutions 
exist on our planet, but for lack of sufficient information they may for the 
moment be left out of consideration. 

The ladder of life which evolves through the forms in our midst is seen in 
Fig. 9. 
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The life utilizes organisms built up of solid, liquid and gaseous matter; 
but it also uses forms built of ... 
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more tenuous matter in a "fourth state" of matter (called "etheric" by the 
Theosophist), and also in types of matter still more rarefied, called "astral" 
and "mental" matter. Ascending from the mineral, six distinct streams will 
be noted, converging into Adepts or Perfect 
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Men, and into Arupa Devas or Higher Angels, and culminating in a type of 
lofty entities called Dhyan Chohans . Of the six, only two utilize physical 
matter in its finer physical or "etheric" states (first and third columns in the 
diagram ), and then build forms in astral matter as "sylphs". One stream 
builds organisms living in water, while three use forms living on land. Only 
one of the six streams of life leads into humanity; the other five pass into 
the parallel evolution of the Devas or Angels. 

It must be carefully noted that the evolution of life has its antecedent 
phases, its heredity, as it were, which is sometimes quite distinct from the 
heredity of the forms. The fact that mammals and birds have been 
developed from reptilian forms only indicates a common ancestry of bodily 
form. While seaweeds, fungi, grasses and mosses have a common physical 
heredity from unicellular aquatic organisms, the life nevertheless has 
ascended through four separate streams. Similarly, while birds and 
mammals have a common physical ancestry, the life of birds has, for its 
future, stages as etheric creatures, the fairies on the surface of the earth, 
then as fairies in higher etheric matter and so to astral fairies and Devas; 
but the life of mammals passes into the human kingdom. 
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Before passing from these etheric forms in earth-depths and in the 
depths of the sea, it must be pointed out that an etheric form, though 
composed of "matter", can pass, through and exist in solid rock, or in the 
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sea, as the air can pass through a wood-pile or remain among the 
interstices between the pieces: of wood. Even our densest substances are 
porous to the etheric types of matter; and organisms built up of these latter 
types find no difficulty in existing inside the earth or sea, since they are not 
affected by the heat or the pressure which would make life for ordinary 
physical creatures impossible. 

The same general differentiation of life is observable if we consider 
humanity alone (Fig. 10). 




The stream of life, which later is to become humanity, has rudimentary 
marks of specialization, even in its early phases of elemental, mineral and 
vegetable life; we begin to note these more clearly when the animal 
kingdom is reached. There are seven fundamental types of this life which is 
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going to be human; there are modifications in each type as it is influenced 
somewhat by the others. The types persist throughout all the kingdoms 
preceding the human. The life of dogs is always distinct from that of cats; 
that of tile elephants from ... 
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both. The dog life evolved in forms of wolves and jackals and other canidae, 
previous to its highest embodiment in the domesticated dog. Similarly other 
types of animal life, like cats, horses, elephants, monkeys, had their earlier 
"incarnations" through more savage and prehistoric forms of the same 
species. (This subject will be dealt with more fully in Chapter VII — "The 
Evolution of Animals"). 
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When we come to study these types as they appear in humanity, a most 
fascinating view of mankind opens before us. It requires but little 
imagination to see that the canine life, on its entrance into humanity, will 
appear as the devotional type of soul, the classification in Fig. 11 is in no 
way final; it is given more by way of suggestion than as an absolutely 
correct clue to, the mystery of temperaments. 
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TYPES IN HUMANITY 
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Fig. 1 1 



Seven types are clearly marked; one is not better or higher than 
another. They are all needed in the great evolutionary drama, and each is 
great as it contributes to the whole that development of the one Divine Life 
and Consciousness which has been arranged for it by the Logos . 

If we examine devotional souls around us we shall note some who in 
their heart and mind go to God direct, and others to whom God is vague 
unless conceived in the form of some Incarnation or Mediator, such as Jesus 
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Christ or Shri Krishna. There are also devotional souls who are influenced by 
the dramatic wave of life; and then they will covet martyrdom, not out of 
conceit or from desire of posing, but because a life of devotion is unreal 
unless it is continually dramatic. Love of God and the mind of a ... 
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Tolstoy will mean identifying himself in outward ways with the poor and the 
down-trodden, and playing a role in a dramatic situation; the Christ-life 
must be dramatic for these souls, to be full of meaning. 
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The affectionate type, too, has its many variants. There are those for 
whom all life is centred in the love of one soul alone, the Romeos and 
Juliets among us, who are ready to renounce all for one. There are others 
who are capable of a less intense love, but who delight in sending it out to a 
wider circle of parent, child and friend, and are attracted by philanthropic 
schemes of activity. 

The dramatic type, one variant of which has been mentioned above, is 
interesting, as it is often misunderstood. To them life is not real unless an 
event is a scene in a drama. Happiness is not happiness, unless it is in a 
drama in which the soul is playing a "strong part"; grief is grief only if it is 
"like Niobe, all tears". One variant will be drawn to the stage, developing a 
dual conception of action as the self and the not-self;. influenced by the 
philosophic type of life, another soul will develop into the playwright; while 
the dramatic soul with executive tendencies will find life fascinating as a 
leader of battalions or as the chief of a political party. 

Among the scientific type, the theoretical and experimental variants are 
easily recognizable. A third, the reverential, is less common just now, but he 
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is the soul full of zeal in ... 
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scientific investigations, yet continually feeling the universe as the living 
garment of God. 'The scientist who is spectacular in his methods has the 
dramatic type influencing him; his behaviour is not necessarily the result of 
vanity or of a desire to be "in the limelight", but only because he is living his 
God-given temperament. 

Of the executive type, there is the dramatic variant, seen in many a 
political leader, and another, the magnetic type, who is able to inspire 
subordinates with deep loyalty, but is not at all spectacular — if anything, 
prefers to keep in the background, so long as the work is done. 

Little need be said of the philosophic type, the differences of method 
adopted by the various philosophers, in developing their conceptions of life, 
are due to what they are, within themselves, as expressions of the One Life. 
Spencer and Haeckel, Ruskin and Carlyle, Aristotle, Plato, Shankaracharya, 
Ramanujacharya, Kant, Hegel, Spinoza, and others, well represent a few of 
the many variations of this "Ray". 

To another type, which is much misunderstood, belong those to whom 
symbolism strongly appeals. To these, life is not real unless it ... 



- 33 - 



is an allegory. An example of this type would be St. John, the author of 
Revelation, who delights in symbols and allegories. A modification of this 
type is seen in those who find religion real only when ritual accompanies it. 
Vestments and processions, incense and genuflections, are a part of the 
worship of a being of this type. 
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In manifold ways the Logos trains His children to help Him in the 
common work, and all are equal before Him. For each, He has hewn a path; 
it is for each to tread his own path, encouraging the while the others on 
theirs. 

The subject is full of fascination, but enough has been said to show 
something of the Evolution of Life, and to suggest a line of thought and 
observation that will be productive of much wisdom. 

This rapid survey of creation from Orion to man shows, then, an 
evolutionary process ever at work, the One becoming the Many. It is not a 
process where, in the Many, each strives for himself, but where each slowly 
realizes that his higher expression is dependent upon serving the others, for 
all are One. Not a series of like parts, simply placed in juxtaposition, but one 
whole, made up of unlike parts mutually dependent, is the key-note of the 
Evolution of ... 
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Form; not one temperament, not one creed or mode of worship, but a 
diversity of temperaments and creeds and ways of service, all uniting to 
cooperate with the Logos to bring to realization what He has planned for us, 
is ever the key-note of the Evolution of Life. 
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CHAPTER II 



THE RISE AND FALL OF CIVILIZATIONS 



In Fig. 12 we have a picture of the world today. 




In its many lands-north and south, east and west — live many peoples of 
diverse races and creeds, and a study of their race-characteristics and 
customs is one of great fascination. The study of peoples, aiming to ... 
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understand their racial characteristics, is called Ethnology. We shall be 
better able to understand what Theosophy teaches as to the rise and fall of 
civilizations, if we first study what modern scientific research tells us of the 
living races of mankind. 

The peoples of the world today can be classified in many ways; among them 
are two recognized as trustworthy guides. It is found that the shape of the 
head and the texture of the hair are two fairly safe methods of 
classification, as they are characteristics which pass on from generation to 
generation with but little modification. Peoples are first divided into three 
groups according to their "cephalic index", as either dolichocephalous or 
long-headed, or brachycephalous or short-headed, or mesaticephalous or 
medium-headed. The "cephalic index" is that figure obtained when the 
maximum breadth of the head is stated as a percentage of its maximum 
length. Taking one hundred as the length of the head, then when its width 
is below seventy-five, a man is called dolichocephalous or long-headed; 
between seventy-five and eighty he is mesaticephalous or medium-headed; 
and above eighty he is said to be brachycephalous or short-headed. 
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The second method of classification, according to the texture of the hair, is 
due to the fact that hair may be woolly and kinky, or curly and wavy, or 
straight and smooth. In woolly hair, each hair is flattened like a ribbon, and 
a transverse section under the microscope is seen to be a flat ellipse. 
Smooth and straight hair is round like a wire, and a microscopical section 
shows it to be circular. Wavy and curly hair is midway between the two 
peculiarities of oval and circular, and its section is an oval ellipse. It is these 
structural characteristics which make hair woolly, or straight, or wavy. 

These two broad methods of classifications, according to the cephalic index 
and according to the hair, are summed up in Fig. 13. 
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ETHNOLOGICAL CLASSIFICATION 
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Fig. 13 



Broca's classification shows us three main types of people. No race in all its 
individuals follows one type only; in each may be found long-headed or 
medium-headed or short-headed individuals; but one of the three types will 
predominate, and according to that will be the classification of the race. 
Sometimes, however, even though the hair will be a sure indication of 
classification, a race may be so mixed that the ethnologist is uncertain 
whether it should be labelled medium-headed rather than long-headed or 
short-headed. 
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The classification of Flower and Lydekker is but little different, though it 
also takes into consideration the facial angle, the color of the hair and skin, 
and other physical peculiarities. 
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It is noteworthy that both these systems of classification give us in the 
world today three principal types of races: (1) the Ethiopian type, dark- 
skinned, almost black, with thick lips, head tending to be dolichocephalic, 
and with black, woolly hair; (2) the Mongolian, with high cheek, bones, 
yellow or reddish in complexion, hair black, straight and smooth, and, in the 
men, scanty on. the face; (3) the ... 
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Aryan or Caucasian, either white or brown, with hair curling or with 
tendency to curl, in color flaxen, brown, black or "carroty"; the beard is 
usually full. 

We have excellent examples of the Ethiopian type in Figs. 14 and 15. The 
woolly hair, the broad nose and thick lips are prominent in these peoples. 
Though these two individuals, chosen as examples of their race-type, are 
not handsome according to our standards of beauty, nevertheless they are 
not repulsive. Fig. 14 shows strength and dignity of a kind, 




Fiu. 14 



while Fig. 15 shows a rugged but artistic modelling that would have 
delighted the eye of Rodin. 
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Fig. 15 



Figs. 16, 17 and 18 give us examples of the second type. We have it in a 
crude form in Fig. 16, which is that of a Red Indian "squaw"' from British 
Columbia, with her high cheek bones and long, lank hair. 




More typical of the second type are Figs. 17 and 18; in the former we have a 
Red Indian from the north-west of the United States, 
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Fig. 17 



and in the latter a Chinese mandarin; the high cheek bones and the smooth, 
hairless face show us at once to which type they belong. 




Fig. IB 



When we come to the Caucasian races, we have a type nearer to our 
Western standards of ... 
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the beautiful. We have two representatives, a Hindu with shaven face (Fig. 
19), 
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and a bearded Englishman (Fig. 20). 




Fig. 20 



In the Aryan or Caucasian races we have in some respects the highest 
forms, not only for beauty of structure, but also for quick response to 
external stimuli and high sensitiveness to the finer philosophical and artistic 
thoughts and emotions. 

The peoples of the world today have their civilizations; but no nation 
continues for ever, and the fate of Nineveh and Tyre, of Greece and Rome, 
will be the fate of all. Some will vanish utterly, leaving hardly a trace; others 
like Greece, will leave to mankind a mighty message of the art of life. We 
may know something of the rise and fall of civilizations by a study of history, 
but in historical studies we see the past through the refracting medium of 
time and tradition, and we can never be fully certain that our conclusions 
are not partial or erroneous. Yet without a study of the past of humanity, 
we cannot judge of the present or construct the future, and our philosophy 
of life cannot be true to fact. 

Theosophy opens a new way to study the civilizations that have been, a 
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method in which, for the time, the past becomes the present, and therefore 
written records or traditions are not ... 
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essential. Difficult as is this subject to expound, yet an attempt must be 
made, for it is one of the fundamental truths of existence, to which we shall 
have to refer again and again in the course of this exposition of Theosophy. 

In Chapter I it was mentioned that behind all life and form, as their heart 
and soul, is a great Consciousness. It is His manifestation that is the 
evolutionary process, and "in Him we live and move and have our being". Of 
Him Theosophists today speak as the Logos . To that Consciousness there is 
no Past, and what to us has been is with Him an event that is happening 
even Now. To the Logos, the Past is as the Present, and the event of each 
moment of past time is still happening in Him, is still a part of His present 
Self. Mortal mind can little understand the "Eternal Now"; and yet it is one 
of the greatest of truths, which, when grasped, shows new values to all 
things. 

Mysterious and incredible as is this "Eternal Now", yet man too may know 
something of it. Man, the individual evolving soul, is in truth made in the 
image of his Maker, and what He is in His fullness now, that man will 
become someday. Hence it is that, by a certain development of faculties 
latent in the human consciousness, men can touch even now the ... 
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fringe, as it were, of the Consciousness of the Logos, and so, with Him, see 
the Past as happening even now. It is no picture which passes before the 
vision of the investigator, no panorama which unveils itself before him, as 
on a stage; it is an actual living in the so-called Past. He has but to select 
that part of the "Past" which he desires to investigate, and then he is of it, 
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and in it. Does he desire to see the earth before its crust has solidified? 

Then he lives millions of years ago, and round him is the earth with its 
seething molten metals, and he can watch what is happening, hear the 
explosions, and feel the heat and the pressure. And this in no dream 
condition, but exactly as he may go into a busy thoroughfare today, hear 
the roar of the traffic, watch the people as they go to and fro, or look up at 
the sun and the clouds, and note whatsoever thing interests him. Does he 
desire to hear an oration of Pericles or see a triumph of Caeser? Then he is 
in Athens or in Rome; the life of that day is all around him; he hears the 
musical Greek or the sonorous Latin; he watches the actors in life's drama 
of those days. The Book of Time is spread out before him, and it is for him 
to select an event which, to us, happened a thousand years since; but, as he 
puts himself ... 
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in touch with the Memory of the Logos, the Past becomes for him the 
Present, and he may study it with such faculties as he possesses today. 

Theosophical investigators, of present and past generations, have thus 
investigated the Past of the earth by watching this Record in the Memory of 
the Logos; and much information gathered in this way forms a part of 
Theosophical teaching. What they have found in their researches into past 
civilizations is as follows. 

Long, long ago — over one million years ago — the distribution of land and 
water was as shown in Fig. 21, the dark, shaded parts representing land. 
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Fig. 21 



We know that the surface of ... 
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the earth is changing all the time, with here a coastline slowly sinking, and 
there new land rising out of the waves; but how may anyone know exactly 
what was the distribution of land and water a million years ago? It is this 
that is possible; first, by watching the Record, and secondly, by study in the 
museum of the Adept Brotherhood. The Hierarchy, or the Great 
Brotherhood, mentioned in the Introduction, has preserved, from the day 
man began his habitation of the earth, fossils and skeletons, maps, models 
and manuscripts, illustrative of the development of the earth and its 
inhabitants, animal and human. To those who, through utter renunciation 
of self and service of man, earn the privilege, the study of past forms and 
civilizations in this wonderful museum is a never-failing delight. There, the 
Theosophical investigator finds models in clay of the appearance of the 
earth long ago, before this or that cataclysm, patiently constructed for the 
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guidance of later generations of students by the Adept investigators of past 
civilizations. The maps of Figs. 21-24 have been drawn after a survey of the 
land and water by watching the earth's changes, and afterwards checking 
such survey with the globes in the museum of the Brotherhood. 
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As we look at the map in Fig. 21, we see that most of the land today was 
under the waves then, while most of the land of those days has sunk below 
the sea, leaving here and there remnants, as in Australasia and in parts of 
other continents. The continent which is seen to extend along the equator 
and south of it, covering much of the present Pacific Ocean, is called 
Lemuria by the students of Theosophy. The term is taken from the 
naturalist Sclater, who believed in the existence of some such continent, 
because of the unusual distribution over wide territories of the Lemur 
monkeys. Even in the days of Lemuria, men peopled the earth, and the 
Lemurian peoples were of our first type, as in Figs. 14 and 15. The pure 
Negroes and other woolly-haired races today are remnants of the ancient 
Lemurians, with little change of type, except a diminution of stature. 

Slowly, as years passed, the configuration became as in Fig. 22. 
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Where the Atlantic Ocean is today, there existed once upon a time a 
continent, which Theosophists, after Plato, called Atlantis. It was on this 
continent that there arose the second type of those peoples whom Flower 
and Lydekker have called Mongolians — those with smooth hair and high ... 
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cheek bones. From their original home in Atlantis they migrated in all 
directions, and give us today the millions of China and kindred peoples, and 
the fast-disappearing Red Indians of North and South America. 

By the time of the map in Fig. 23, Atlantis and the remnants of Lemuria 
have changed in outline, 
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and as we come to the days of Fig. 24, there remains of the once vast 
continent of Atlantis only a large island in the Atlantic Ocean. 
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The story of its sinking as narrated to Solon, Plato's ancestor, by the 
Egyptian priests, is given by Plato in his Timaeus and Kritias. In 9564 B.C. 
mighty convulsions destroyed this last remnant of Atlantis, and the ... 
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island sank so rapidly under the sea that it created a huge tidal wave which 
swept the low-lands of the earth, and left in men's minds the ... 
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tradition of a vast, devastating "flood". As Atlantis sank under the waves, 
other parts of the earth, such as the desert of Sahara, rose up; and what 
was once an inland sea of Central Asia became what is now the Gobi Desert, 
and the earth took on more or less its appearance of today. 

That Atlantis is not a mere myth is easily seen when we look at Fig. 25. 
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It gives us in outline the bed of the Atlantic Ocean, as mapped out 
according to deep sea soundings. Round the Azores, the land does not slope 
gently down, as in the ordinary coast lands, but descends precipitously; for, 
when Atlantis was above the level of the ocean, the present Azores were 
the inaccessible, snow-clad tops of the ... 
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highest mountain range of the sunken continent. 

Long before the destruction of Atlantis, however, a new race of men had 
sprung up round the southern shores of the Central Asian sea. These are 
the Aryans or Caucasians, our third type, of Figs. 19 and 20. Southwards and 
westwards they spread, becoming Hindus, Arabs and Persians, Greeks and 
Romans, Celts, Slavs and Teutons. 

Thus in Lemuria, Atlantis and Asia, arose the three races whose 
descendants people the earth today. 



Theosophy teaches that the rise and fall of civilizations is not a mechanical 
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development, "a Checkerboard of Nights and Days where Destiny with Men 
for Pieces plays". Nations come, and nations go, but always according to a 
Plan. The Logos, from the beginning of human existence, has planned what 
races, and what religions and sciences appropriate to them, shall appear 
one after the other, and His Agents on earth, the Great Brotherhood, carry 
out His Plan. It is the Adept Brothers who, using all nature's forces, visible 
and invisible, direct the evolutionary process throughout the millions of 
years. In that Brotherhood, there are two Adepts whose work is to ... 
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mould the destiny of each great race. One is called the Manu, who directs 
the physical development of the race, forming the new race-type by 
modification from that already existing, according to the Plan of the Logos 
set before Him. It is the Manu who guides the migrations of the race, gives 
to each people its polity, and directs each to do its appointed work. The 
other guardian of the race is its Bodhisattva, or Spiritual Teacher, who 
watches over its intellectual and emotional development, and arranges for 
each people such religions, arts and sciences as shall enable it to play its 
role in the drama written by the Logos. 

Following the Plan of the Logos, during that period of time in which 
humanity evolves on earth, seven great race-types are made to appear, 
called "Root-races ". So far in the evolution of men, only five of the seven 
have appeared; of them the First and the Second appeared so long ago that 
they have left no direct descendants. 

Each Root-race has seven modifications, called "sub-races". A sub-race has 
the fundamental characteristics of the Root-race, but it has also some 
tendency or modification peculiar to itself. In Fig. 26 we have the names of 
the three Root-races and their sub-races, whose ... 
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representatives we have seen in the three race-types already studied. 
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Fig. 26 



The Third Root-race is the Lemurian, and its earlier sub-races, the first, 
second and third, have left no trace at all. Negroes, Negritos, Negrillos, and 
other woolly-haired peoples represent the later sub-races of the Lemurian 
Root-race. Hardly anywhere is a Root-race to be found now quite pure, but 
though it may have intermingled with other races, usually it still shows its 
peculiar characteristics. 
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From the seventh sub-race of the Lemurian, the Manu of the Fourth Root- 
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race developed the new Root-race, the Fourth or the Atlantean. It too has 
its seven sub-races. Of the first and second of its sub-races no pure 
descendants are living, but the skeleton of the "Furfooz man" is a fair 
specimen of the first, and that of the "Cro-Magnon man" of the second. The 
third, the Toltec sub-race, still remains in the "Indios" (Indians) of South and 
Central America, and the Red Indians of the United States and Canada. The 
fourth migrated from Atlantis, and went eastwards, past Babylonia, along 
the Yellow River into the plains of China. Its peoples are represented in 
certain parts of China today by a tall, yellow Chinese race, quite distinct 
from the later seventh sub-race Chinese. The "original Semites", the fifth 
sub-race, have left their descendants for us in the white pure Jews, and in 
the Kabyles of North Africa. The sixth, the Akkadians, were the Phoenicians, 
who traded in the Mediterranean Seas; and the seventh, or Mongolians, 
were developed out of the fourth or Turanian on the plains of China, and 
became the modern Chinese. Two races, the Japanese and the Malays, 
belong hardly to any special one of its sub-races, having in ... 
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them the mixture of two or more. With the Japanese especially, it is as 
though they are a final ebullition of the whole Root-race, as a crowning 
effort, before the energies of the race begin their slow decline; hence they 
possess many qualities which differentiate them from the seventh sub-race, 
the Chinese. 

From the fifth or "original Semite" sub-race of the Atlantean, the Manu of 
the Fifth Root-race evolved His new type. The Fifth or Aryan Root-race also 
has its Seven subdivisions, but so far only five of them have appeared. Of 
the first are the Aryan Hindus, as also one type among the ancient 
Egyptians — that to which the upper ruling classes belonged. The second is 
the Aryan Semite, distinct from the "original Semite", and it has its 
representatives today in the Arabs and the Moors. The third is the Iranian, 
to which belonged the ancient Persians, and whose descendants, are the 
Iranians and Parsis of today. Of the fourth sub-race, or the Celts, were the 
ancient. Greeks and Romans; and to it belong, with the exception of those 
of Teutonic descent, their modern descendants in Italy, Greece, France, 
Portugal and Spain and their descendants in South and Central America, 
Mexico and the Antilles. The Irish, the Scots, ... 
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the Welsh, the Manx and the Bretons must also be numbered among the 
Celts. 

To the Teutonic sub-race belong the Slavs, the Scandinavians, the Dutch; 
the Germans, the English, and their descendants all over the world. By an 
intermingling of several sub-races, the Manu of the Race is now developing 
the sixth sub-race, which is called in the diagram the "Austral-American". It 
is in process of formation in the United States, Australia and New Zealand. 
The seventh sub-race, whose work is still far in the future, is already 
showing faint indications of its future type. In a child here and there in 
Brazil one may note a moulding of the face which shows that the type is not 
Austral-American, but another variant still of the Aryan race. The seventh 
sub-race may well be called "Latin-American", to distinguish it from the 
sixth, the Austral-American. 

The Manu of the Sixth Root-race will develop His future type later on from 
the sixth sub-race of the Aryan, and tens of thousands of years hence the 
Manu of the Seventh Root-race will develop His new type from the seventh 
sub-race of the Sixth Root-race. 

Root-races and sub-races play their roles in the drama of the Logos, in order 
to give ... 
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experiences to us, His children, whom He sends to be born in them. For that 
it is, that the Manu brings about differences in His sub-races of color and 
other physical peculiarities, and places them among mountains or by the 
sea; for that it is, that the Bodhisattva of the race sends to the sub-races 
different aspects of the one Truth, in the many religions and philosophies 
which appear in them under His guidance. 
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In Fig. 27 we have something of the characteristics of the races, and to 
understand the ... 
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significance of the table let us imagine a soul as he is born in sub-race after 
sub-race, in them all. 
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Fig. 27 



Starting with a birth in the first sub-race of the Atlantean what strange 
experiences he would have as a primitive, giant-like man; and then how 
different those as a mountaineer, taciturn and hardy, sensitive to changes 
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of sun and cloud. In a birth as a Toltec, in Atlantis or Peru, his life would be 
as an administrator of some kind in the wonderful patriarchal government 
that was the glory of the Toltecs; he would have thrust upon his shoulders 
the welfare of a village or province, would be trained to sink his 
individuality in some life-work for his fellow-men. As a Turanian colonist, he 
would know of wanderings in search of new lands, of the struggle to tame 
nature in a new settlement. As an original Semite, he would be first and 
foremost a fighter, who developed quickness of decision and was taught 
that his life was not his, but belonged to his tribe. As an Akkad, he would 
know something of the magic of the sea, the need to sense the 
psychological moment in the disposal of his wares, and would develop 
much mental strength in business competition. And then as a Chinaman, a 
farmer, hardly leaving for a day his ancestral farm, how intimately he would 
know ... 
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a few of his village, share their griefs and sorrows, and learn much of the 
inner meaning of life away from the turmoil of war or trade! 

Imagine how different, too, would be the soul's experiences in those same 
sub-races, should he then be born in each in a woman's form, with a 
woman's duties; new standpoints and sensibilities would be developed, for 
the lack of which surely the soul would be all the poorer. 

Following the soul's journeyings in rebirths, let us watch his entrance 
among the Aryans. Surely a life in India would leave an indelible mark on 
him, giving him something of the Hindu philosophical and detached view of 
life. Later, in Egypt of old, among its practical and happy people, not given 
to dreams, he would develop another phase of his nature. As an Arab, born 
in the bosom of the desert, would not that desert leave an impress upon 
the soul, in a quick sensitiveness and in the sense of the peopled solitude 
and the vastness of nature? As an Iranian, born in a civilization forcing him 
to a life of success through mercantile pursuits, what might he not learn of 
inventiveness and initiative, and of industry and integrity? He could not 
speak but his thought would take poetical form, and even if he had ... 
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nothing of poetry in him, a life as an Iranian would put him into touch with 
another phase of life. Then as a Celt — as a Greek of Athens perhaps — 
what a new conception of life he would have, believing that the gods were 
everywhere on sea and on land, that he was descended from them, born to 
make an art of life, to have as his ideal to know something of everything, 
and so develop a rounded nature and a health of heart; or as a Roman, firm 
in the conviction that religion and the family and the State are one, with his 
deep sense of law and reverence for it, and a readiness to obey, in order 
that he might learn how to rule; or as a Frenchman or an Italian, sensitive 
and quick to respond to emotions, dazzled by ideas because they are ideas, 
irrespective of material considerations; or as an Irishman, perhaps a 
descendant of the Tuatha de Danaan, with his dreams and intuitions, with 
his exaltations and depressions. 

And then born a Teuton, in Scandinavia or England or America — what new 
qualities would not the soul add to those already acquired? A practical 
outlook, impersonality through scientific research, conscientiousness 
through business, and individualism, would he gain; and would not 
Beethoven, too, and ... 
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Wagner, and Shakespeare, give him a new message of life? 

Of the future sub-race, the sixth, the "Austral-American", now arising in 
America, Australia and New Zealand, we can already forecast some 
qualities: fraternal, as in the new conception of the relation of parent and 
child; cooperative, with combinations and "mergers" in business and in the 
work of material development; intuitive, with an ability to approach anew 
the world problem, untrammelled by the traditions of the old world; and a 
delight in sunshine and open air and in all things which bring men together 
in congregations. 
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And what of the seventh sub-race? Though still in the womb of time, its 
faint stirrings of life may today be noted in the craving of Latin-America for 
architecture, poetry and music, remembering subconsciously "the glory that 
was Greece and the grandeur that was Rome". In that far-off future, men 
will live a fuller life than even Greece dreamed of; from the treasure-house 
of Beauty which a man will then find in his heart and mind, he will know 
that he is divine, and realize his Divinity by creation. 

Thus civilizations rise and fall, and develop this or that quality; but the 
meaning of it all is ... 
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Reincarnation. They come and go, only to give us training-grounds for the 
experiences we need life after life. Our Father in Heaven makes them out of 
the dust, lets them play their parts, and sinks them under the waves, or 
destroys them in a fiery cataclysm; but they are all only scenes in the drama 
which He has written for us, His children, so that by playing well and truly 
our roles in them, we may someday become like Him. 
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CHAPTER III 

THE LAWS OF REINCARNATION 



The Lord let the house of a brute to the soul of a man, 
And the man said, "Am I your debtor?" 

And the Lord — "Not yet: but make it as clean as you can, 
And then I will let you a better." 

TENNYSON 
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Once in ten thousand years or more, an idea is suddenly born into the 
world, that, like another Prometlieus, ushers in a new era for men. In the 
century behind us, such an idea was born, a concept of concepts, in that of 
Evolution. Like a flash of lightning at night, its light penetrated into every 
corner, and ever since men have seen nature at work, and not merely felt 
her heavy hand. In the dim dawn of time was similarly born another 
concept, that of Reincarnation. 

Reincarnation — that life, through successive embodiments, ascends to 
fuller and nobler capacities of thought and feeling — and Evolution — that 
form ascends, becoming ever more ... 
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and more complex in structure — are as the right hand and left of the Great 
Architect who is fashioning the world. The riddle of the universe is but half 
solved in the light of one truth alone; consider the two as inseparable, the 
one the complement of the other, and man then finds a concept which 
grows with his growth. 

Though Reincarnation is usually thought of as peculiar to the souls of men, 
it is in reality a process which affects all life in all organisms. The life of the 
rose that dies returns to its subdivision of the Rosaceae " group-soul ", and 
then reincarnates as another rose; the puppy that dies of distemper returns 
to its dog "group-soul", and later reincarnates as the puppy of another 
litter. With man, the only difference is that at death he does not return to 
any group-soul, for he is an individual and separate consciousness; when he 
reincarnates, he returns with the faculties which he developed in his 
previous lives, undiminished by sharing them with another individual. 

By common usage, however, the word Reincarnation is restricted to the 
process as it affects the souls of men, and it is used in one of three senses, 
as follows: 

1. That at the birth of a child, God does not then create for it a soul, 
because that soul ... 
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existed long before as an individual, in some spiritual condition. For the first 
and for the last time, the soul takes birth in a human form. This is the 
doctrine of Pre-existence. 

2. That the soul of man has already appeared in earlier embodiments, 
sometimes in human forms, but at other times as an animal or as a plant; 
and that similarly, after death, the soul may be reborn as an animal or 
plant, before returning once more to a human habitation. This idea is best 
known as Transmigration or Metempsychosis. 

3. That the soul of man, before birth as a child, has already lived on earth as 
man and as woman, but not as an animal or a plant, except before 
"individualization", i.e. before the soul became a permanent, self-conscious, 
individual entity; and that at death, after an interval of life in a spiritual 
condition, the soul returns to earth again, as man or as woman, but never 
more taking birth as a plant or as an animal. This is the doctrine of 
Reincarnation. 

Theosophy teaches that a soul, once become "individualized" and human, 
cannot reincarnate in animal or vegetable forms, and Theosophists today 
use the word Reincarnation only in the third sense above. In modern 
Theosophical literature, Reincarnation never ... 
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means rebirth as plant or animal, for, were such a thing possible, a soul 
would gain nothing for his evolution by such a retrograde step. 

Since this work is a textbook of Theosophy, arguments for and against 
Reincarnation have here no place. Each inquirer must discover for himself 
the fact of Reincarnation by study and observation, as each student of 
science discovers the process of Evolution by similar means. This section 
will outline the laws under which souls reincarnate, in so far as laws have 
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been discovered by occult investigations. 



At the outset, we must clearly understand who or what it is that 
reincarnates. For this, we must understand what is the soul, and what are 
his vehicles or instruments of consciousness. (Fig. 28) 
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Fig. 28 



The soul of man is an individual and permanent Consciousness who lives in 
a form or body of invisible matter. This soul-body, composed of a type of 
matter called higher mental, is called in modern Theosophical studies the 
Causal Body. Its form is human, but not of either man or woman with sex 
characteristics, but more of the angel of tradition. It is called the Augoeides. 
It is surrounded by an ovoid of fiery, luminous matter, yet delicate as the ... 
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evanescent tints of a sunset. The Augoeides and the ovoid of luminous 
matter surrounding it are the soul's permanent habitation, the causal body; 
it is called "causal", because the best impulses for thought, feeling and 
action on all the planes of the soul's operations, are caused or created in 
this permanent residence of the soul. In that causal body the soul lives, 
undying and eternal. To him there is no ... 
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birth, childhood, old age or death; he is an immortal soul, growing in power 
to love, to think, to act, as the ages roll by. He lives his eternal life only in 
order to make himself an expert in some department of life by the 
experiences which he shall gain, and to find his utmost happiness in aiding 
the evolutionary Plan of his Divine Progenitor. 

The growth of the soul commences first by experimenting with life on 
realms lower than those where is his true home. For this he reincarnates; 
that is, 

1. He gathers matter of the lower mental plane and shapes it into a mental 
body, with which to think, that is, to translate the outer world of 
phenomena in terms of thoughts and laws; 

2. He gathers astral matter and shapes it into an astral body, with which to 
feel, that is, to translate the phenomenal world in terms of personal desires 
and emotions; 

3. He is provided with an appropriate physical body, with which to act; 
using that body, he translates the world in terms of physical properties — 
heavy or light, hot or cold, movable or immovable, and others. 

This process of taking up these three bodies by the soul is Reincarnation. 
During the life ... 
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of the physical body, every vibration to which the nerves respond first 
causes a sensorial reaction in the brain; this reaction is noted then by the 
astral body as pleasant or unpleasant; the mental body next notes the 
report of the astral, and translates the impression as a thought; that 
thought is finally noted by the soul in the causal body. The soul then sends, 
through the mental body to the astral body, and through the astral to the 
physical brain, its response to the phenomenon of the physical world. At 
every moment of time, when consciousness works, there is this 
telegraphing to and from the causal body. After many ideas are thus gained, 
the soul analyses them, tabulates them, and finally generalizes all life's 
experiences into ideals of thought and action. He thus transmutes the 
phenomenal world into eternal concepts which become a part of himself. 

The return process in Reincarnation, called Death, makes no difference 
whatsoever to the soul in the causal body. First, the physical body is put 
aside, and a response is no longer made through it to physical phenomena. 
But he has still the mental body and the astral body. Then the astral is cast 
aside, and attention is no longer paid to astral phenomena, and the soul ... 
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observes only the world of the lower mental plane. Lastly, the mental body 
itself is discarded, and the soul is fully himself in the causal body; he no 
longer possesses any lower vehicles. (See Chapter VI — "Man in Life and in 
Death" .) He has returned home once more, as it were, though as a matter 
of fact he never left his real abode at all; he did but focus a part of his 
consciousness and will through his vehicles of lower matter, and men called 
it Reincarnation. He used his vehicles for varying lengths of time and, when 
he no longer needed them, he cast them aside. What we call life and death 
are, to the soul, only the sending forth of some of his consciousness to 
lower planes, and then its withdrawal to the higher once more. 
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The method of studying the laws of Reincarnation is to observe souls as 
they are born into physical bodies, as they live in them, as they cast them 
aside at death, as they later free themselves from their astral and mental 
bodies, and as they are finally fully themselves in their causal bodies. Every 
incident of this process is recorded in the Memory of the Logos, and the 
investigator who can put himself in touch with that Memory can watch the 
reincarnations of any soul time after time. 
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Investigations by this method have been made, and enough facts have been 
gathered already to enable us to deduce laws. The first important fact in 
Reincarnation is that its laws differ for various types of souls. All souls at 
any given epoch are not of equal capacity, for some are older souls and 
others are younger. (Why there should be this difference in age will be 
explained in Chapter VII — "The Evolution of Animals" .) The aim of 
Reincarnation is to enable a soul to be wiser and better after the 
experiences of each incarnation; but it is found that while one soul has the 
ability of learning quickly from an experience, another will be extremely 
slow to learn, and needs each experience to be repeated over and over 
again. This difference in capacity for assimilating experience is due to the 
difference in age of the two souls, and, according to such differences, souls 
naturally fall into five broad classes, as in Fig. 29. 
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TYPES OF SOULS THAT REINCARNATE 
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Fig. 29 



The youngest souls are those who are unable to control their violent and 
crude desire-natures and are lacking in mental ability; in the world today, 
these souls appear in the savage and semi-civilized races, as also in the 
backward or criminal-minded individuals in civilized communities (No. 5). 
Somewhat ... 
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further evolved, and so older, are those souls who have passed beyond the 
savage stage, but are still simple-minded, unimaginative, and lacking in 
initiative (No.4). These two classes include more than nine-tenths of 
humanity. 

Then come the more advanced and cultured souls in all races, whose 
intellectual horizon is not altogether limited by family or nation, who crave 
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an ideal of perfection, and are consciously aiming to achieve it (No. 3). 
Fewer still are those souls who have discovered that the meaning of life is 
self-sacrifice and dedication, and are "on the Path" and consciously ... 
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moulding their future (No. 2). And as the rare blossoms on our tree of 
Humanity are the Adepts, the Masters of the Wisdom, those mighty Elder 
Brothers of Humanity who are the Shadows of God upon earth, who stand 
guiding evolution according to the Divine Plan (No.l). 

Reincarnation takes place in the sub-races of the Root-races studied in the 
last chapter; but before we come to its laws, we must first exempt from 
their working two classes — that of the Adepts and that of those "on the 
Path ". The Adept is past any need of Reincarnation; he has already gained 
all experiences which civilizations can give him; he has "wrought the 
purpose through of what did make him man". Though he has become "a 
pillar in the temple of my God" and "shall go no more out", yet many an 
Adept reincarnates among men to be a Lawgiver and Guide, to at-one 
mankind with God. As the Adept takes birth, he chooses where and when 
he will be born, for he is the absolute master of his destiny. 

Those "on the Path" are the disciples of the Masters of the Wisdom, and 
usually, after death, they reincarnate within a few months or years, without 
discarding their mental and astral bodies, as is normally the case before ... 
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rebirth. The general law is that, after the death of the physical body, the 
soul has a brief period of life on the astral plane; and then, after discarding 
the astral body, spends several centuries in the lower mental world. This 
lower mental world is in the Lower Heaven (often called Devachan in 
Theosophical literature), and there the longings and aspirations of the 
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earth-life are lived over again, but with complete realization now of all the 
happinesses longed for. Centuries are thus spent in happy activity, till the 
forces of aspiration work themselves out, and the soul discards the mental 
body itself. He has then finished his incarnation, and is himself, in his causal 
body only, with all his experiences transmuted into ideals and capacities. 
But as he has still much to do towards perfecting himself, he reincarnates 
again, taking three new bodies — the mental, the astral and the physical. 

An exception to this usual method of evolution is the disciple "on the Path"; 
he puts by the centuries of happiness which he might have in the heaven 
world, for he is eager to continue on the physical plane the work for his 
Master; he therefore renounces the happiness which is his due, in order to 
serve mankind with his work. His Master chooses for him ... 
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when and where he shall be born, and he returns to birth with the astral 
and mental bodies of the life just closed, taking only a new physical body. 

The laws of Reincarnation, which apply to souls who are neither disciples, 
nor Adepts, can be deduced as we analyse the facts in Figs. 30-33. 
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The charts give us, in tabular form, facts concerning the past lives of four 
individuals. 1 All four have of course behind them several hundred lives; but, 
for purposes of study, only their more recent lives have been investigated. 
These four belong to the cultured class of souls, but the study of the laws 
governing their evolution will give us also some facts concerning the 
reincarnation of the other two classes — the simple-minded and the 
undeveloped. 

From the particulars given as to the place, time, sex and race of the 
incarnations, and from the time intervening between lives, we can deduce 
the following: 

1. There are among the cultured souls two sub-types: one of those whose 
period between ... 
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1 These four individuals, A, B, C and D, are respectively the character-egos. Sirius, Orion, 
Alcyone and Erato of "The Lives of Alcyone". Sirius and Alcyone do not, strictly speaking, 
belong anymore to class 3 of Fig. 29, since they are now "on the Path". But as they 
entered "the Path" only recently — in the case of Sirius, in his Greek incarnation, 524 
B.C., and in the case of Alcyone, in A.D. 1910 — their lives are probably typical of class 
3. 
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death and rebirth averages about 1,200 years (Subjects A, Band D, Figs. 30, 
31 and 33), and the other, of those whose interval between lives is only 
about 700 years (Subject C, Fig. 32). The period between incarnations is 
largely spent in the lower heaven world, in "Devachan", and the length of 
life there ... 
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depends on the amount and intensity of aspiration during the earthly life. In 
the case or the undeveloped and the simple-minded souls, a life in the 
physical body of some sixty years will create spiritual force which will give a 
life in Devachan, for the former from five to fifty ... 
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years, and for the latter of some two or three- centuries; should, however, 
the physical life be short, as when death occurs in childhood or youth, the 
Devachan will be much shorter,, since the spiritual force generated will be 
smaller in quantity. 
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In the case of the majority of cultured souls, a life of sixty years may need 
from 1,000 to 1,200 years in Devachan; the period of time depends on the 
quantity of force to be transmuted into faculty. Among these cultured 
souls, however, is a small group, of the type of Subject C in Fig. 32, who, 
though they may generate the same quantity of aspirational force as the 
others who require twelve centuries in Devachan, yet condense their 
heaven-world life into some seven centuries. 

2. Cultured souls of the first sub-type are born, in one cycle, in the sub-race 
of a Root-race at least twice in each sub-race, and generally in their 
numerical order. When we consider Subject A of Fig. 30, we find him born, 
in 23,650 B.C., in the first sub-race of the Atlantean Root-race; his 
subsequent lives occur in its other sub-races in their order. At his 
incarnation in the sixth sub-race, he changes sex. After his life in the 
seventh sub-race, he returns to the first again, and then is born in ... 
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the next sub-races in numerical order. As he returns to these, he changes 
sex in the second and fifth sub-races. As he is born for the ... 
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second time in the sub-races, he omits the seventh sub-race; when a sub- 
race is altogether missed, it is because the soul has already acquired 
elsewhere the qualities which are usually to be gained only in that race. In 
A's case, evidently one life in the seventh sub-race was enough to gain from 
it what he required. Similarly, where a life in a sub-race is repeated more 
than twice, the extra incarnation is needed for the soul to accomplish the 
purpose planned. 

The second sub-type, represented by Subject C, must also follow some 
general law, but no such law can be deduced as we consult Fig. 32; later on, 
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no doubt, when other individuals of the same sub-type are examined, some 
law may be seen. 

3. Concerning the sex of the body, we may observe that these four 
individuals vary considerably. An incarnation as man or woman is for the 
purpose of gaining qualities more readily developed in the one sex than in 
the other. Since, however, the capacity for assimilating experiences varies 
with different souls, and since, further, the needs change as the lives are 
lived, there is no hard and fast rule as to the number of incarnations in the 
sexes. Usually, there are not more than seven lives consecutively, nor less 
than three, in one sex, ... 
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before changing to the other; but there are exceptions, and we find our 
Subject A, after a series of three as a man, changes to two as a woman, and 
then reverts to the male sex again. There has been observed the case of a 
soul having as many as nine consecutive lives as a woman. 

4. There is no general principle to be deduced as to the length of life in the 
physical ... 
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body. The time of birth is determined by the ending of the life in the heaveh 
world; the time of death is usually fixed beforehand by the "Lords of 
Karma" — those Angels of God's Plan whose work is to adjust the good and 
the evil of man's past and present, so that through their interaction the 
maximum of good may result for the future. The life may be brought early 
to a close through accident or disease, if they see that that is best for the 
soul's future evolution; if, on the other hand, a long life is just then needed 
to enable the soul to acquire some faculty, then the length of life will be 
adjusted to that end. 
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Though the main incidents and the close of an incarnation are fixed by 
these commissaries of God according to the soul's "Karma"" — i.e., 
according to the services due by him to others, and by them to him, as the 
result of past lives — nevertheless the general plan may be modified by an 
exercise of initiative by the individual himself, or by others whose actions 
directly affect him. For instance, when death is by accident, it is not 
infrequently the ending planned by the Lords of Karma for that incarnation; 
but sometimes it is not so intended, and the accidental death is therefore 
an interference by new forces brought to bear on the ... 
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life. In such a case, the disturbed plan will be adjusted in the beginning of 
the next life, so that there will not be anything lost in the end to the soul 
whose destiny has been changed for the moment by others. 

In no case is suicide in the plan of a man's life; for such an act the soul is 
directly responsible, though that responsibility may also be shared by 
others. There are many varieties of suicide, some in order to escape the 
result of evil-doing, some due from mental derangement, and some due to 
noble motives. According to the causes and motives of the suicide will be 
the karmic result which follows. 

For souls of the two classes — the simple-minded and the undeveloped — 
the law of Reincarnation is modified to the extent that they will be born 
repeatedly in a sub-race before passing on to the next. This will be due to 
their inability to gain the required experience during two or three lives in a 
sub-race. The period between their incarnations is sometimes only a few 
years, though it may be as long as two or three centuries. They are in reality 
millions of years behind the cultured class, so far as their general evolution 
is concerned. Yet the backwardness of classes 4 and 5 is not due to any evil 
in them; it is ... 
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merely a matter of the age of the soul; they are young souls. The larger 
outlook on life and the wider sympathies, which are natural today to a 
cultured soul, will some day be possessed by the undeveloped and the 
simple-minded souls also. Growth comes to all, sooner or later, in the 
endless life of the soul. 

Looking at these charts of lives, and noting the particulars therein of place 
and date and race, it may be asked how the occult investigator is certain as 
to any of them. How is he sure that a man in Poseidonis (Subject D) and an 
Eskimo woman of the next life are the same soul? Granted that there is a 
Memory of the Logos, how can these things be found out? 

The question is natural, and the answer will perhaps make clear that the 
methods of occult investigation are not radically different from those 
employed by the scientists today. The locating of any part of the earth 
where an individual is born is not a difficult matter; the investigator will see 
the birth of the child, and then he will have to look round the surrounding 
country to note its relation to seas and mountains and lakes and rivers; his 
present knowledge of geography will then enable him to locate the place. If 
the epoch is remote, and the configuration of the surface of the ... 
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globe is different, he must for one moment look at the place as it was then, 
and the next moment put himself in touch with the Divine Memory, at the 
same place, but in later historical times or even today; he can then know 
what name geographers give to the place today. 

To know the race and sub-race, much previous study in ethnology is 
required. To one who has travelled much, there is little difficulty in 
distinguishing a Chinaman from a Japanese, or even a French Celt from an 
Italian Celt, or a Norwegian from an Englishman. Similarly, observations of 
the race peculiarities, and especially of the variations in the constituents of 
the subtle invisible bodies of the sub-races, will enable the investigator to 
find the information which he seeks. 
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The fixing of dates is a more difficult task. As the investigator reads the 
Memory of the Logos, he can watch the events on earth as fast or as slowly 
as he desires. He may, if he likes, watch the incidents of a day of long ago, 
minute by minute; or he can in the course of a few seconds swiftly note 
summer, autumn, winter and spring, and summer once more, at any place 
he chooses, and so count time by seasons. If he desires perfect accuracy, he 
must watch the seasons as they fly thus, ... 
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rapidly counting the passage of time, year by year. 

Within historical times, for instance, if he is watching a scene in Egypt, and 
desires to know the date, he may perhaps need to observe some court 
ceremony, catch the Pharaoh's name as it is pronounced by someone, and 
then consult an encycloproia to find the date of that monarch. In Greece he 
may need to see someone write a letter or document, and note the number 
of the Olympiad, or he may fix upon some well-known event, like the Battle 
of Marathon, and then count the number of years from that to the incident 
in which he is interested. In Rome he must find a scribe dating a letter "such 
and such a year from the founding of the City", or he could find the date by 
watching some debate in the Senate and noting the names of the Consuls 
for the year, and then by getting their date from an historical list. 
Sometimes he will count backwards or forwards from a landmark in time, 
like the sinking of Atlantis, 9564 B.C. — that time having been once and for 
all fixed by him by previous counting. When hundreds of thousands of years 
are needed to be counted, the investigator will need to know something of 
astronomy so as to calculate the large periods ... 
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by the relative position of the Pole Star to the earth's axis. As with modern 
scientific research, so too the value of the work of the occult investigator 
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depends upon his care in observation, and upon his general culture and 
ability to present his observations in a methodical manner. 

In recognizing a soul in his different incarnations, a careful investigator need 
never make any mistake in identification. It is quite true that the subject's 
physical body is a different one in each incarnation; but his soul-body, the 
Causal Body with the Augoeides in it, does not change. Once the 
investigator has noted the appearance of that permanent body of the soul, 
he will recognize it life after life, whatever be the changes in the temporary 
physical body. It is that causal body which is the certain mark of 
identification, and that will be the same, whether the physical body be that 
of a new-born infant or that of a man tottering to the grave. 

Two more diagrams remain to be considered in this chapter. They are Figs. 
34 and 35. 
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The three souls, A, Band C, whom we have studied, are closely linked by 
bonds of affection, by bonds, that were forged many, many lives ago. Each 
soul evolves under the pressure ... 



of his own separate Eternity, but he does not tread the path to his 
Deification alone, but ... 



- 87 - 



Page 75 of 313 





in companionship with other souls whom he learns to love. A true bond of 
deep affection is always one between souls, and not merely between their 
earthly garments; and whatever these latter may be, love will flash through 
them from soul to soul. Physical relationships are of minor consequence; 
the one many-dimensional power of love will manifest itself — always as 
love and service, whatever be the earthly channel marked out for it by the 
Lords of Karma. 

Of the three subjects A, B and C, A and B belong to that sub-type among 
cultured souls, who have 1,200 years in Devachan, while C belongs to the 
second sub-type with only 700 years interval between lives. It is obvious 
that A and B cannot appear in all the lives of C, unless they both die in each 
life at that age which will entitle them to some 700 years only of Devachan. 
What has really happened is given in Fig. 34. During the time that C has 
lived 31 incarnations, A has lived only 19, and B only 23. In the first of A's 
lives in this series, he meets C, and they become husband and wife; but in 
that life A does not meet his other friend B. When A is next born again, he is 
husband to B, and brother-in-law to C; but in the meantime B has had three 
lives and C one, ... 
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where they have not met A. Studying the chart, we shall find that during 31 
lives C meets A twelve times, while he meets both A and B together only 
eight times. The bond between A and C is specially strong, as will be seen 
from the diagram; whatever is the physical relation — as husband and wife, 
or wife and husband, as brother and sister, or as lovers to whom the fates 
are unpropitious, so that they do not. marry — soul speaks to soul. Once B 
as a woman adopts a little girl, A; that debt is paid later by A when as a man 
he adopts a little boy, B. 

In fourteen of the lives of Subjects E and F, Fig. 35, in which they meet, we 
see how the bond of love appears in varying forms. When E changes sex 
and has two lives as a woman, her beloved is with her, first as son, and then 
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as husband. When F changes sex and has three lives as a man, in the third 
of them he meets his friend E as a man; between the two men there springs 
up an unusual bond of sympathy and affection. In the next life, E is a priest, 
and a little orphan girl is brought to him to be admitted to the temple; little 
need for many months to elapse before they are great friends, and the 
priest is father and guide. Then comes a life where they are husband and 
wife ... 
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again, and then two lives in which they meet and love springs up between 
them, but the course of true love does not run smooth. Follows then a life 
where F does not meet her beloved; but they meet again as husband and 
wife in Rome. In their present life they have not yet met each other; though 
the plans of the Lords of Karma for each has kept them apart this time, the 
bond, soul to soul, is strong and unbroken, and they will meet again in ... 
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future lives, — as wife and husband, as son and father, or as friends. They 
will be true lovers once more, capable of that many-dimensional love which 
goes out in devotion and sacrifice to its beloved, in whatever channel for it 
the Lords of Fate give. 



Act first, this Earth, a stage so gloom'd with woe, 

You all but sicken at the shifting scenes. 

And yet be patient. Our playwright may show 
In some fifth Act what this wild Drama means. 

Life, without Reincarnation as a clue, is a wild, wild drama indeed, as it 
seemed to Tennyson once, in spite of his Christian faith. A cruel process is 
Evolution, careful of the type and careless of the single lite. But grant that 
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Life, indestructible and undying, also evolves, then the future of each 
individual is bright indeed. In the light of Reincarnation, death loses its sting 
and the grave its victory; for men go ever onwards to Deification, hand in 
hand with those they love, with never a fear of parting. Mortality is but a 
role which the soul plays for a while; and when the play is done, when all 
lives are lived and all deaths are dead, then the soul begins his destiny as a 
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Master of the Wisdom, as a Shadow of God upon earth, even as "the Word 
made flesh". To us one and all, cultured or savage now, this is the future 
that awaits us, the glory that shall be revealed. 
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CHAPTER IV 



THE LAW OF KARMA 



Who toiled a slave may come anew a Prince, 

For gentle worthiness and merit won; 

Who ruled a King may wander earth in rags 
For things done and undone. 

— The Light of Asia 

Little by little, as man's knowledge grows, the world in which he lives is 
seen to be a world of of law. Each law of nature, as it is discovered, 
liberates more of our will, however much it may seem at first sight to 
circumscribe our action; and since actions are but the resultant diagonal of 
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a series of forces of thought and feeling of an inner world, man's supreme 
need is to understand that inner world of his as one of law and order. The 
great Law of Karma or Action, which Theosophy expounds, reveals to man 
something of the inner fabric of his being, and so helps him little by little to 
be a master of circumstance, and not its slave. 
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We are already familiar in science with the conception of the whole 
universe as an expression of energy. The electron is a storehouse of energy; 
so too, though on a larger scale, is a star. This energy is continually 
changing, motion transforming itself into light or heat or electricity, and a 
heavy element into a lighter, and so on from one transformation to 
another. Man himelf is a storehouse of energy; he takes in energy with his 
food, and transforms it into the movements of his body. The energy in man, 
when utilized for a kindly action, is beneficent; and we call such a use 
"good"; when it is employed to injure another, we term such a use "evil". All 
the time that man lives, he is a transformer; the universal energy enters 
into him, to be transformed by him into service or into injury. 

The Law of Karma is the statement of cause and effect as man transforms 
energy. It takes into account not only, as science does, the visible universe 
and its forces, but also that larger, unseen universe of force which is man's 
true sphere of activity. Just as, with the flicker of an eyelid, man throws into 
the universe a force which affects the equilibrium of all other forces in our 
physical cosmos, so too, with each thought and feeling, he changes the ... 



- 94 - 



adjustment of himself to the universe, and the adjustment of the universe 
to himself. 

The first principle to grasp, in the attempt to understand Karma, is that we 
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are dealing with force and its effects. This force is of the physical world of 
movement, or of the astral world of feeling, or of the mental world of 
thinking. We are using all three types of force, the first with the activities of 
our physical bodies, the second with the feelings of our astral bodies, and 
the third with the concrete and abstract thoughts of our mental and causal 
bodies. To aspire, to dream, to plan, to think, to feel, to act — all this means 
to set in motion forces or three worlds; and, according to the use made by 
us of these forces, we help or we hinder. 

Now, all the force which we use, on all the planes, is the energy of the 
Loros; we are but transformers of that energy. As we so transform and use 
that energy, it is His Desire that we use it to further His Plan of Evolution. 
When we help that Plan, our action is "good";, when we hinder it, our 
action is "evil". And since we use His force all the time, we must, at each 
moment of time, either help or hinderthat Plan. 

Since man is not an individual by himself, but is one unit in a Humanity of 
millions of ... 
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individuals, each thought or feeling or act of man affects each of his fellow- 
men, in proportion to the nearness of each to him as the distributor of 
force. Each such use of force by a man, which helps or hinders the whole, of 
which he is a part, brings with it a result to him; this result is briefly stated, 
in terms of his action and its resultant reaction, in Fig. 36. 



Page 80 of 313 



ACTION and REACTION 



HIGHER 

MENTAL 


ASPIRATIONS 


IDEALS 


☆ 


125 


s' 


APPRECIATIONS 


INSPIRATIONS 


o 


25 


O Uj 


CRITICISMS 


WORRIES 


m 


25 


«1 

ce 


SYMPATHIES 


JOYS 


A 


5 


K. 

CO 


RESENTMENTS 


CRIEFS 


A 


5 


PHYSICAL 


HELPFUL ACTS 
HURTFUL ACTS 


COMFORTS 

PAINS 


□ 

a 


1 

1 



Fig. 36 



- 96 - 



Each hurtful act is so much force (represented in the diagram by a black 
square) thrown out into the universe, which works itself out in the injury 
inflicted on another; but the equilibrium of the universe to that other has 
then been disturbed by the injurer, and that equilibrium must be restored 
at the expense of the wrong-doer. His "karma" for the injury is a "pain"; the 
force which produces that pain discharges itself through the injured as the 
fulcrum, and thus restores the original equilibrium. Similarly is it with a kind 
act; its karma or reaction is a force which adjusts circumstances so as to 
produce a "comfort". 
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Furthermore, in this universe of law, each type of force works on its own 
plane. One man may give alms to a beggar with pity and sympathy, but 
another merely to get rid of him as a nuisance; both perform a kind act, and 
to both the karma of the act on the physical plane is a "comfort";' but there 
is to the former an additional karma on the astral plane for his pity and 
sympathy, and it returns to him as a happy emotion, while to the latter 
there is no karma of this kind. Similarly, I may have nothing but pity to give 
to a sufferer; I reap thereby an emotional "happiness", but I do not reap a 
physical "comfort" as well. 
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For the purpose of the exposition of this difficult subject, a symbol has been 
taken for each type of force which makes karma (see last column in 
diagram); these signs-squares, triangles, circles and the star — are merely 
symbols, and nothing more. On the higher mental plane, where the soul of 
man resides in his causal body, evil "is null, is naught, is silence implying 
sound"; there, no evil counterpart exists to the soul's aspiration. There is 
therefore nothing which can be symbolized by a black star. The wicked man 
is not a wicked soul; he is but the representative in an earthly body of an 
undeveloped soul, whose energies are too feeble as yet to control his 
emotional and physical agents. 

Each one of us, as he enters this life, comes from a long past of many lives; 
as we take up our task once more on earth, we bring with us our karma of 
good and evil. Now this karma, as already explained, consists of forces; and 
Fig. 37 is an attempt to suggest to our imagination this fact of the individual 
as a fulcrum for the discharge of the good and evil forces of his own 
creation. 1 
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Perhaps, as we look at the diagram, our eye is first impressed ... 



1 In the diagram, the black signs represent pains, griefs and worries, respectively, and 
the white symbolize ideals, inspirations, joys and comforts. See Fig. 36. 
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by the large number of "pains", "griefs" and. "worries" which are the man's 
due; and we ... 
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count only three "ideals". But we must not forget that the forces of all the 
planes are not of equal value in the production of changes in a man's 
destiny; a unit of physical force, producing a "comfort", may be only a 
hundredth fraction as powerful as a unit of mental force which makes an 
"ideal". If we give 1 as the "work" equivalent for a physical unit of force, we 
shall not be exaggerating if we put 5 for an astral unit, 25 for a lower 
mental, and 125 for an "ideal" of the higher mental world. While a man may 
have many "pains" 'and "griefs" and "worries" as his karma, yet if he but 
have a few "ideals" as well, he will make a success of his life and not a 
failure; on the other hand, a man may get as his karmic due wealth and 
position, giving him many "comforts" and "happiness", and yet, if he has 
not brought from his past any "inspirations" for his mind, his life may be 
merely one largely of agreeable futility. 

Looking round us at the lives which men and women live, it is scarcely an 
exaggeration to say that, in most lives today, there is more "bad" karma 
than "good", that is, there is on the whole more of tedious toil and sorrow 
than of happy labor and joy. At the present stage of human evolution, there 
is, in the store of forces accumulated by each of us, more to give ... 
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us pain than pleasure. Our evil account is larger than our good, because in 
our past lives we have not desired to be guided by wisdom, but preferred 
instead to live selfish lives, caring little whom we hurt by our selfishness. 
But each karmic force must discharge its energy, for "whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap". 

As a man "reaps", his karmic forces are carefully adjusted, so that, from the 
interaction between his good and his evil, the final result shall be an 
addition, however slight, to his good. If, as we enter life, all our karmic 
forces of good and evil were to be set into operation, then, seeing how 
much larger a stock we have of evil than of good, our lives would be so 
weighted with pain and sadness that we should have little spirit to struggle 
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through the battle of life. In order, however, that we should struggle and 
succeed, and increase the good side of our account and not the bad, a 
careful adjustment is made for each soul as he enters into incarnation. 

This adjustment is made by the "Lords of Karma", those beneficent 
Intelligences who, in the Plan of the Logos, act as the arbiters of Karma. 
They neither reward nor punish; they only adjust the operation of a man's 
own ... 



- 101- 



forces, so that his karma shall help him one step forward in evolution. We 
can study a typical method of adjustment from the diagrams which now 
follow. 

In Fig. 38 we have a circle which represents the totality of a man's karma, or 
the accumulated force of all his past lives; the circle has two segments, the 
white and the dark. The white segment represents the quantity of good 
karma, and the dark that of the evil karma. 
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We will presume that the individual's total karma comes to one hundred 
units, and that the relation between his good and his evil is in the ratio 
depicted in the diagram, which is as 2 to 3. The segment a e b c a, then, 
represents the good karma of 40 units, while the segment a d b c a 
represents the bad karma of 60 units. This total of accumulated past karma 
is known in Indian philosophy as Sanchita or "accumulated" karma. 

Out of this total, the Lords of Karma select a certain quantity for the new 
life of the soul; we will imagine that they take for the work of the new life 
one-fourth of the total. This one-fourth is represented in the diagram by the 
segment e c d a e; and of this e c a represents the good, with 10.7. units, 
and a c d the bad, with 14.3 units. The ratio between this good and bad is 
not as 2 to 3, which is that of the total; it is as 3 to 4, thus giving the 
individual more out of his good account than is properly speaking his share. 
This stock of karma, with which the soul starts his incarnation, is called in 
Sanskrit Prarabdha or "starting" karma; it is that "fate" which the Muslim 
believes God ties round the neck of each soul at his birth. 

In Fig. 39 we have this Prarabdha karma; and its good is the white segment/ 
i g h f and ... 



- 103 - 



its evil is the dark segment//? gf. It was mentioned that more of good 
karma was selected for the life than was the ratio in the total karma of all 
past lives. This is shown in the diagram, where the segment// hf 
represents the proportion of good according to the total of karma, and the 
larger segment // g hf represents the proportion of good actually selected 
for the new life. 



Page 86 of 313 



f 



1 




f 



Fjc. 39 



Karma is force; as force spends itself, it does "work", This "work" brings 
about in a man's life those reactions which are described in Fig. 36. As a 
man's life is lived, the Karma represented by our Fig. 39 exhausts itself. But 
the "work" it does has, however, the result of making him create new 
karma by its reaction; according to the man's wisdom will be this new 
karma which is thus produced. If his "pains" ... 



teach him resignation and sympathy, if his "grief" and "worries" spur him to 
effort to right the wrongs which he has done, if he "pays his karmic debts" 
with understanding, then the new karma which he generates is good and 
not evil. But if he is resentful of the debts which he is called upon to pay, if 
his nature hardens, and as a result he causes misery to others, the new 
karma which he makes is evil. As a matter of fact, most of us, as we pay our 
karmic debts, make our new karma mixed, as of old, of both good and evil; 
only, there will be, in the wiser of us, a larger proportion of good than evil. 

This new karma created, called in Sanskrit Agami or Kriyamana, or "future" 
Karma, is ... 
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shown in Fig. 40. 




It is a larger circle than that of Fig. 39. While 25 units of karma were spent, 
good and bad, we shall presume that 36 new units of both have been 
created; whereas the proportion of good and evil with which the life was 
started was as 3 to 4, the proportion, as the life closes, of the new karma 
created — of good 16 and of bad 20 — is as 4 to 5. In Fig. 40 the radii m I 
and k I mark respectively the sizes of the segments of the old exhausted 
good karma and the new generated. 

In Fig. 41 we have the two Figs. 39 and 40 superimposed one over the 
other; we see at once that here both a larger quantity of force is generated, 
and a larger proportion of good ... 



- 106 - 



to evil. 
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Referring once more to Fig. 38, we now find that the segment a e cd a has 
been exhausted; we must put in its place the new karma represented by 
Fig. 40. This is done in the new Fig. 42. 




The outer circle represents the new total of 111 units, while the inner circle 
represents the old total of 100; the radii p r, p o show us how there is for 
the future a larger ... 
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proportion of good to evil, the proportion being now practically as 41 to 59. 
Since the proportion of the old total was 40 to 60, the change is not great; 
there is only one more unit of the good, and one less of the bad, as the 
result or one incarnation. But as a matter of fact, till a man understands the 
plan of evolution, there is no great change in him from life to life; there are 
the usual ups and downs of good and evil fortune, of griefs and joys, as 
years pass and lives are lived. It is only when a man definitely aspires to 
serve the Plan of the Logos, to live not for himself but for his fellow-men, 
that great changes take place in his karma, and his evolution is hastened. 
Then his progress is swift from life to life, even as in the ratio of geometrical 
progression. 

We can understand now, how to some extent, there is for each man a 
"fate", for "fate" is that quantity of good and evil karma selected for him by 
the Lords of Karma for a given life. His parents, his heredity, those who help 
him and those who hinder him, his oppprtunities, his obligations, his death 
— these are as his "fate"; but while these forces spend themselves, they do 
not impose upon him the manner in which he shall react to them. Small 
though his will is, as yet, that will is still free; he can ... 
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react to his old karma and produce good rather than bad new karma. It is 
true that he is greatly handicapped, both by his past tendencies and by the 
pressure of his environment; yet the Divine Spirit lives within him, and, if he 
will but rouse himself, he may cooperate with the Divine Will in evolution, 
and not work against it. It is the duty of his teachers and elders, as well as of 
the government under which he lives, so to arrange his education and 
environment that he will find it easier to cooperate with the Divine Will 
than to thwart it; but this Utopia is still in the womb of the future. Till that 
day comes, when any man fails — and much of his failure now is due to his 
environment — each of us who has helped to make that environment 
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shares in the karma of his failure. 



It has been mentioned that, in the working out of karmic forces, the Lords 
of Karma direct their operation; we must now understand the principles 
which guide these Directors; they are briefly summarized in Fig. 43. 
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The Lords of Karma must use the individual's own stock of force; they 
cannot add to it nor diminish it. He comes out of a past, with karmic bonds 
to individuals, to a community, to a people; he must be sent to be born 
where he can "work ... 
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out" his karma with respect to these. But also, his life is only one of a series 
of lives, and at the end of them, he is to become a Master of the Wisdom, a 
Perfect Man, in the image of an Archetype which the Logos has created for 
him. The Lords of Karma, then, must adjust the individual's karma so that he 
grows steadily towards his Archetype. 
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Now, much of a man's activities will depend upon the kind of physical body 
which he has; and since this is provided by a father and a mother, the 
heredity from the parents is an important matter. In these days we think of 
heredity in terms of Mendelian "genes" -- those units of physical attributes 
whichare in the germ-cells of the parents; the Lords of Karma have 
therefore to select such "genes" as will be useful for the type of body which 
the karma requires. I quote here what I have written previously on the 
subject in Theosophy and Modern Thought, whence, too, is taken this Fig. 
43. 

"Once more the problem resolves itself into happenings in two worlds, the 
seen and the unseen. On the seen, the form side, we have man as a body, 
and that body has been fashioned by factors. 1 But these factors are helpful 
to some and are handicaps to others; one man is born with a splendid 
physique, while another has night-blindness or hemophilia as his share; one 
may be musical, and another deaf and dumb. In a family with the factor for 
color-blindness, we have one son normal, but three are affected; why are 
three handicapped thus, but not the fourth? 

"We must turn to the life side to understand the riddle of man's destiny. 
Three elements there come into play. Of these the first is that the man is an 
Ego, an imperishable circle in the sphere of Divinity; "long, ... 



1 In 1914, when I wrote, the word "gene" had not been invented as a substitute for 
Bateson's "factors" what are now termed "genes". 
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long ago, indeed, he had his birth, he verily is now within the germ". He has 
lived on earth in many a past life, and there thought and felt and acted both 
good and evil; he has set in motion forces that help or hinder both himself 
and others. He is bound and not free. But he lives on from age to age to 
achieve an ideal, which is his Archetype. Just as for plant and animal life 
there are archetypes of the forms, so are there archetypes for the souls of 
men. One shall be a great saint of compassion, another a teacher of truth, a 
third a ruler of men; artist and scientist, doer and dreamer, each has set 
before him his Archetype, that Thought of God Himself of what each man 
shall be in the perfection of his God-given temperament. And each ego 
achieves his Archetype by finding his work. For this it is that we, as egos, 
come into incarnation — to discover our work and to release the hidden 
powers within us by battling with circumstances as we achieve that work. 

"But to do our work we must have a body of flesh; and the help or, the 
handicap the body is to our work depends on the factors of which it is 
made. Here once more there is no fortuitous concourse of factors; Deva 
Builders come to help man with his destiny. These are the Lords of Karma, 
those invisible Intelligences who administer the great Law of Righteousness 
which establishes that as a man soweth so shall he reap; they select from 
the factors provided by the parents those that are most serviceable to the 
ego for the lesson he has to learn and for the work he has to do, in that 
particular body which Karma allots to him. 

"The Lords of Karma neither punish nor reward; they only adjust the forces 
of a man's past, so that those forces in their new grouping shall help the 
man one step nearer his Archetype. Whatever the Lords give to a man, joy 
or sorrow, opportunity or disaster, they keep one thing in mind, that man's 
purpose in life at his present stage is neither to be happy nor miserable, but 
to ... 



- 112 - 



achieve his Archetype. There is, later on, untold bliss for him in action, 
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when he is the Archetype in realization; but till that day, it is their duty to 
press him on from one experience to another. 

"After the zygote 1 is made, the Lords of Karma select the factors, since as 
yet the ego cannot do so himself; if the next stage in evolution for him is by 
developing some particular gift — as, for instance, that of music — then 
they select for him the appropriate factors; the musician will need an 
abnormally sensitive nervous system and a special development of the cells 
of the ear, and the Lords will pick out these factors as the embryo is 
fashioned. If at the same time the man's inner strength is to be roused by a 
handicap, or his nature to be purified by suffering, then an appropriate 
factor will also appear, some factor perhaps like that which brings about a 
lack of virility or of resistance to disease. If on the other hand the ego, 
already a mathematician, is in this life to be a mathematical genius, then 
those factors in the zygote that build the mathematical brain will be 
brought out as the zygote grows to be the embryo. 

"Whatever is the work for the ego, appropriate factors are selected for; it 
by the Lords; virility for the pioneer in new lands, the psychic temperament 
for those who can help by communing with the invisible, a disabling factor 
for one who shall grow through suffering, and so on, factor by factor, the 
Lords distribute the karma of men. With infinite compassion and with 
infinite wisdom, but swerving not one hair's breadth from justice, they build 
for one soul a body suited for genius, and for another a body which is as a 
log. It is not theirs to make the man happy or discontented, good or evil; 
their one duty is to guide the man one step nearer, his Archetype. Helps 
and handicaps, joys and pains, ... 



1 The first cell of the embryo, made by the union of the two germ-cells contributed by the 
parents. 
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opportunities or privations, are the bricks of the ego's own making for his 
temporary habitation; the Lords of Karma add nothing and take nothing 
away; they only adjust the forces of the soul's making, so that his ultimate 
destiny, his Archetype, shall be achieved as swiftly as may be, as he treads 
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the round of births and deaths. 



We must not, however, imagine that this "fate" selected for the individual is 
absolutely rigid and immutable; a man can, and does, change his "fate" 
sometimes, by an unusual reaction to circumstances. For instance, suicide is 
not in a man's fate, though his visible and invisible circumstances may, 
seemingly to us, be too much for his strength; the plan for the individual is 
always to struggle through his "pains" and "griefs" and "worries", and not 
"go under ". Similarly, an individual may take an opportunity not specially 
arranged for him; some religious teacher, for instance, whose appearance is 
not specially related to him, may affect him, and he may make for himself a 
new opportunity. Not infrequently too, a man's karma may be as it were 
put out of gear by the actions of others wich are not calculated for in his 
karma. In all these cases, whether the event be of service or disservice to 
the individual, there is always a large reserve of karma not actually in 
operation, and the ... 
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new karma is deducted from or added to this reserve, so that there is no 
final favoritism or injustice. 
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THE LAW OF KARMA 
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Fig. 44 



It is also interesting to note that there are several types of karma, and that 
individuals can be related by one, or more, of them, but not necessarily by 
all. The commonest "karmic link" is of love or hatred; but there are also ... 
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links of caste, or of race. A man born, for instance, into a priestly caste 
shares to some extent in the good or the evil done by the caste as a whole; 
an individual born among a particular people is handicapped or helped by 
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